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Introduction
Various topics were covered over the course of this semester, which included: the design of the American political system, American civil liberties, American federalism, the powers and structure of congress, the constitution, the Congress, President, Supreme court, how policies are determined, as well as a couple of specific policies, and so forth. Among all the topics covered, the most interesting subjects were:
· Federalism
· Power divisions 
· Bureaucracy 
American federalism is a big deal subject because federalism is actually what both made the American political system as unique as it is and makes it one of the most complex systems for voters. It is also important because it helped with the creation of the two levels of government: federal/national government and state governments, which are part of the constitutional framework.
The second subject of interest is the division of powers, covered in module two of the course study. This subject goes along with what was included in the previous topic or rather the idea that framers had about dividing government powers to prevent tyranny as seen and read about in course materials. In addition to creating various levels of government, we learned how federalism also helped with the dividing of the federal government into branches like the Presidency, Congress, and the Courts. The third subject of interest was the executive bureaucracy. One thing learned in this subject is that without bureaucracy, it could be difficult for any enterprise as large as the federal government to function. The reasons for this are discussed later in this essay.  
Statement About a Contemporary Political Issue
Regarding federalism, there are different contemporary political issues that American society faces. Module two examined a range of important political matters concerning federalism, and one of the problems focused in this essay is how to protect it and maintain a legitimate political power. This issue will be discussed in greater detail later in the essay.  
Discussion of the three subject areas
The division of political authority among a large number of governmental units as of the American government with their unique characteristics produces a complex system that could be difficult to manage, were it not for various branches of government, which are delegated with various power authorities (Davis). The rate of change has accelerated since 1965 in terms of centralization of several government powers, something that makes the mechanism for checking and balancing those powers even more challenging (Krutz and Waskiewicz, p. 96, 2019). 
An understanding of the functioning of the federal system cannot be gained without knowledge of the diversity of the nation, considering that individual states vary in size and population. However, federalism is one aspect of political agendas that have been so bumpy when it comes to setting boundaries of power between the federal government and state governments. In recent years, the President of the United States has been seen trying to cross boundaries set for the national government to the extent of exercising his presidential powers at state levels. This is just one type of issue the subject of federalism is trying to help learners understand. 
As mentioned earlier, federalism and division of powers in the American government go hand in hand. In a democratic nation, political power should be divided on the basis of defined rules in the constitution and predefined criteria to prevent abuse of power by a single person or an entity. That is the so-called "separation of powers." When people think of "power," some usually think of the President, and what they do not know is that the President does not act alone. In fact, he is only a piece of the power puzzle. When the American Revolution ended in 1783, the American government was in a state of change (Krutz and Waskiewicz, p. 53, 2019). The founding fathers acknowledged that establishing a government ruled by a tyranny could be the worst idea, and this is where discussions revolving around power division emerged. The aim of the idea of power division was to create a firm and fair government that protects individual rights, and one that does not abuse powers delegated to it for the interests of the few. 
After the adaptation of the constitution in 1787, structure of the existing government was changed by creating three separate branches. Each of those branches was delegated its own powers and a system of checks and balances (Cornell, p. 28, 2019). This kind of power delegation was to ensure that no single branch would ever become too powerful over the others as one branch and in this case the judiciary would check and balance the powers of the other two. As such the three branches were set in a way they could work together in running the country and in setting rules and guidelines for the citizens to observe. Power division works hand in hand with bureaucracy and, in this case, with the executive branch of the government.
The executive branch is described in Article 2 of the American Constitution (Davis). The leaders in this branch include The President, vice president, the cabinet, executive departments, commissions, and so forth. They are responsible for enforcing the laws. Without bureaucracy, it could be challenging for the government to perform its functions (Krutz and Waskiewicz, p. 556, 2019). As discussed here, it is not only essential to understand how the three branches of government work together but how each of the three subjects discussed in this essay influences the other.  
Contemporary Political Issue
There has been a fascinating debate about the role of the Supreme Court on federalism in fairness to the critics of federalism. In the past, America had several changes in its constitutional system, such as the ratification of the 16th and 17th Amendments, which both had a profound impact upon state functions (Krutz and Waskiewicz, p. 62, 2019). One such impact was the direct election of senators, and the other was the creation of federal income tax. Well, the fascinating thing about the two amendments is that there was very little discussion at the time of the impact they would have on federalism as they were being ratified for compelling reasons of their own. Their impacts are now devastating for most States because they no longer effectively control the makeup of the U.S Senate, and the federal government has its own source of revenue that it could manipulate and increase. These are some of the most significant impacts the two amendments have on contemporary politics, and the question that comes in the light of those changes is how active the Supreme Court should be in protecting federalism.
The solution to the problem identified above
Federalism remains a defining principle of the U.S Constitution, and the supreme court should play a significant role in maintaining that balance. This is what a legitimate political power should entail. The judiciary is a neutral body, and, therefore, rather than taking sides, the Supreme court should be more active in preserving powers of the state as it ensures that the actual call of federalism is maintained at all levels of government (Neubauer and Stephen, p.49., 2016).  
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